


In today’s complex financial environment, you need more than just a passive approach to wealth 
management. Whether it’s the threat of negative interest rates, turbulent markets or the prospect 
of increasing inflation and taxes, there’s a lot to navigate. Simple, cookie-cutter approaches are not 

enough to help keep your assets safe.

Defending Your Wealth
Once you’ve worked hard to build up your net worth, asset preservation should be priority number one. 
But unfortunately, not all of Wall Street thinks that way. Many firms are structured to need a continuous 
inflow of new accounts, so advisors are rewarded based on assets “produced” instead of helping you 
achieve your goals.  

But you can’t just hope that the market stays strong, or that another recession doesn’t arrive, or that 
there’s no divorce or serious injury in your future. Instead, you need concrete planning, based around 
what you value most, to keep your wealth protected in good and bad times. 

That usually means more proactive management of your wealth. With your investments, for example, 
that means that you’re not just allowing your portfolio to drop with the market. As wealth managers 
to many successful individuals and families, we believe that it’s possible to protect your wealth now so 
you won’t have to wait years to make up serious losses (as many saw during the financial crises of 2008 
and 2009.) 
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This active management approach is more work, yes, and it may require you to forgo a few points of 
upside. However, for most people, that may be an alternative to incurring significant losses and being 
told to “wait it out.” After all, there is no guarantee that the market will bounce back quickly every time. 
Since no one has a crystal ball, we believe proactive risk management is the best way we know to help 
keep your money safe while still being positioned for growth over time. 

These practices are not as glamorous as pitching the next hot sector, but they are far more important 
when your money is on the line. 

We use a five-step process that we call the Five “W’s to help our affluent clients manage their financial 
lives.  We’ll review these steps in this short guide, so you can get an overivew of what you should 
consider while attempting to preserve your wealth.

1. Wealth Preservation 
As we’ve noted, your first focus should be on holding on to what you’ve built. Even though that should 
be a given, we see too many wealth managers swinging for the fences with their client’s money. 

So what does defensive positioning look like? It starts with the understanding that there’s nothing easy 
about holding on to wealth. And it means acknowledging that it takes a whole different skill set to 
maintain wealth than to build it in the first place. 

Here are some points to consider. 

You or your wealth manager probably 
have a plan to generate returns but do 
you also have a plan for protecting your 
capital? (Or, as we like to say, do you 
have a plan to get off the tracks when 
the train is coming?)  

Do you have a target return you need 
to achieve to reach your financial 
goals? Clients are often pleasantly 
surprised to find out they don’t need 
to take as much risk as they thought. 
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Taking more risk than you need to can work out fine, but it also can lead to 
considerable losses. It’s usually not worth the risk. If you enjoy the excitement 
of higher risk investing, we generally recommend allocating a specific account for 
that purpose. 

What is your system to avoid emotional money decisions? It’s human nature for all 
of us to react with fear or greed. We can’t erase that, but we can use a system in an 
effort to avoid following those impulses.

Are you protecting your money against hidden expenses? While a tiny percentage 
here and there may not seem like a lot, that percentage can compound, eating away 
at your balances over time. 

 

2. Wealth Enhancement 
The second “W” is wealth enhancement. If 
you’re retired, usually that will mean a focus on 
generating income to fund your lifestyle. In today’s 
low interest rate environment, it’s not as easy as 
it used to be. However, it is still possible, but more 
attention to risk management is required. 

If you’re still in asset accumulation mode, wealth 
enhancement may mean continuing to grow your 
bottom line. Again, with many stocks at high 
valuations, that means more research is required, 
not less. 

Fortunately, there are other ways to potentially 
increase your bottom line, without taking on more 
risk. We recommend focusing on these strategies, 
rather than simply taking more and more risk, to 
help you pursue your goals faster.
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Are you consistently doing tax planning to find opportunities? Tax minimization 
strategies may present some of the best ways to increase your bottom line without 
increasing your risk. However, in many cases, your wealth manager never talks with 
your accountant, so you lose out on these opportunities to save. This is where it can 
pay to work with a wealth manager that actively collaborates with your tax advisor 
hoping to help you save money and seek after-tax results.   

If you have any debt, is there an opportunity to structure it differently to save you 
money? If you have real estate or other debt, there are often ways to save through 
refinancing or creative restructuring to lower your costs.

All these strategies provide savings that may go directly to your bottom line, so these play key roles in 
helping you in an effort to retain and grow your wealth over time. Because these are so important, at 
Ryon Wealth Strategies, we seek to do this for you as part of our standard wealth management service.

3. Wealth Transfer
The third “W,” wealth transfer, is another opportunity that goes far beyond just creating a will. Instead, 
it pays to investigate estate planning strategies that fit your needs. You can use this as an opportunity 
to prepare your heirs for your passing, while seeking  tax benefits and ongoing security for those who 
may inherit your assets.

You’ve probably read horror stories about celebrities who passed away, and their wealth got tied up in 
courts instead of going to their heirs. The more money is at stake, the more preparation is required to 
do it right. 

The first part of this is the planning, where you find the right strategy for your situation. A wealth manager 
should work with your estate attorney or recommend a specialist to help in that process. 

It’s also essential to ensure the plan is implemented correctly so it provides the protection intended. 
Finally, you’ll also need ongoing monitoring to make sure the plan is doing what it is supposed to be 
doing for you in the first place.

Other things to keep in mind:

As a country, we’ve enjoyed low tax rates for some time. With increased government 
spending and deficits, tax rates are likely to go only one way in the future: that’s likely 
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up. Because of that, Roth IRAs and Roth 401(k)s can be options to pay taxes at today’s 
lower rates, then may offer your heirs the benefit of a tax-free inheritance. 

Many families understandably tend to procrastinate on estate planning. But what you’ll find is by doing 
it now, you’ll get a great sense of relief that you and your family are prepared if the unexpected happens. 

4. Wealth Protection 
The fourth “W” is wealth protection. Not many people address this aspect of wealth management, but 
it is critical in today’s litigious society. 

As a high net-worth person, you’re unfortunately at risk of getting caught up in a lawsuit. If you’re a 
business owner, the risk is even more significant. According to a recent article in Forbes.com, 90% of all 
businesses will get sued at some point.

That’s why advance preparation is key to avoid your assets being taken unjustly. Do it now, and you may 
help shield personal assets from the reach of business creditors. In the process, you also make yourself 
a much less attractive target for any litigation.

But here’s the key: you’ll likely have to take these prevention measures before any hint of an issue arises 
for these strategies to hold up in court.

There’s also a significant upside. Many asset protection strategies may also save you or your heirs 
money in taxes as well. 

Here are some things to think about: 

How you hold (title) assets is often important, so consult a professional before you 
buy real estate and other assets

Your choice of business entity matters, too, for ventures you may be involved in

Your best bet is usually to work with a wealth manager that has the ability to bring in 
consultants to help you find strategies

Once you’ve identified a strategy, your wealth manager should act as “quarterback” 
to get everything coordinated

Then, ongoing monitoring is important as your life changes. 
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5. Wealth Impact
The final “W” is wealth impact, meaning 
charitable contributions. While everyone enjoys 
giving money to their favorite causes, you can 
use financial planning strategies in an effort to 
leverage what your money can do for others. 
You may also manage your tax benefits in the 
process.

Here are some ideas:

Instead of just giving money when 
asked, you can create a charitable giving 
plan including a mission statement to 
guide your efforts

This can help you feel like you’re making more of a difference and provide a graceful 
way to turn down unrelated requests

A family charitable giving plan is an ideal way to help children build a habit of 
philanthropy and social concern

The plan should be designed to help you manage the tax savings you seek from your 
contributions

Final Words of Advice
As you can probably see, there are a lot of threats out there to your wealth. Fortunately, there are solutions, 
too. However, you need to take action sooner rather than later to protect yourself and your family.

 The best thing you can do is start putting some of these protective measures in place. Whether you 
do it yourself or with the help of a wealth manager, there’s too much at stake, and circumstances can 
change fast. Take the time to prepare now, just in case. 
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Can You Benefit From a Financial Second Opinion?
Can you be doing more to secure your financial future and legacy? At Ryon Wealth Strategies, we work with 
a select group of successful families and entrepreneurs to help them manage the wealth they’ve created. We 
offer a complimentary second opinion to ensure you are on track to keep your wealth intact. 

In this no-pressure, complimentary service, we’ll meet with you either virtually or in person for a 
Discovery Meeting. If there’s a match to work together, we’ll also schedule another Investment Plan 
Meeting, so you can get a more personalized analysis of your investments.  

There’s no obligation, and either way, you’ll walk away with fresh insights into your financial situation. If 
we’re not a good fit for your needs, we’ll also recommend another provider that we think would serve 
you best. 

(Schedule a Complimentary Second Opinion button)
___________________________________________________________________________________
1. https://www.forbes.com/sites/basharubin/2014/07/14/youre-going-to-get-sued/

Ryon Wealth Strategies and LPL Financial does not provide legal or tax advice.  Please consult your legal or tax 
advisor regarding your specific situation.

The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific 
advice or recommendations for any individual. 

All investing involves risk including loss of principal. No strategy assures success or protects against loss. 
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BILL RYON
PRINCIPAL & FOUNDER

Bill Ryon has worked for years with successful families and 
entrepreneurs to optimize their financial lives. Our process is 
collaborative and addresses an array of family, values, financial, 
lifestyle concerns and oversight of various professionals to keep 
everyone focused on their goals.

A defining characteristic of the successful families and entrepreneurs 
Bill works with is their desire to reduce complexity and free-up time 
to focus on what matters most to them in their lives.

Bill is a Marine Corp veteran, Principal & Founder of Ryon Wealth Strategies, and co-founder of Compass 
Investment Advisers. He is active in several organizations including Centreville Rotary, Hockey Players in 
Business, and Navy Youth Hockey.

A lifelong hockey player and up-and-coming auto enthusiast, Bill is a member of USA Hockey and the 
BMW Car Club of America.


